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INTRODUCTION


As we saw last week, there are four major signs that occurred before the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. Those same signs—false prophets, wars, famines (and pestilence), and earthquakes—are also considered to be warning signs of the beginning of the end of time. People often ask if it signifies the nearness of the end when numerous disasters strike. Jesus also pointed out other signs of the end times. Today, we will consider the great falling away from the faith. Jesus mentioned it here in Matthew 24, and Paul mentioned it 1 Timothy 4:1-2 (cf. also 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12). Let us examine this prophecy from our Lord.

I. WHAT FALLING AWAY INVOLVES
1. It involves the love of most people growing cold because of the increase of evil.

2. It involves listening to and following false  prophets who deceive many.

3. It involves followers turning away from the faith.

4. It involves abandoning the faith & following deceiving spirits & demons.
“The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron” (1 Tim 4:1-2).
5. It involves betraying, hating, persecuting, and killing each  other.
Those who fall away become the greatest enemy of the faithful. They will do more harm to the Church than those outside the Church. Following spirits and demons, those who turn away from Jesus Christ because of such false teachers will become demonic in pursuing those who remain faithful.

II. WARNINGS RELATED TO THIS FALLING AWAY

1. Do not be easily unsettled or alarmed.

2. Do not believe it when someone claims that Jesus has already come again—even if that person claims to be speaking for Paul himself.

3. Before the end comes, there will be a lawless  man who will claim to be God and set himself up in the rebuilt Temple as God (2 Thess 2:1-4).

4. There is one who keeps this from happening—evidently the Holy  Spirit(2 Thess).

5. We are told to “stand firm” to the end so that we “will be saved.” 

Ever since Jesus talked about the signs of His coming at the end time, people began to see the end in every event that involved one of those signs. This inappropriate understanding and the claims of the false prophets caused Paul to clarify additional events that would happen prior to the end time, or Jesus’ return. This lawless man and the rebuilding of the temple are major signs that have not yet occurred. 

CONCLUSION
I think we should see the warning signs as indications as the beginning of birth pains—not the end time itself. It would appear that Jesus shall not return until the Temple has been rebuilt. That seems, to me, to be the pivotal event that we must expect. When will that be? Again, we do not know! Only God knows when this event will occur. Thus, stand firm!
“Coming again, Coming again—Maybe morning, maybe noon, Maybe evening, & maybe soon;

Coming again, Coming again—O what a glorious day that will be! Jesus is coming again!”

